
 

Call for Research Proposals on  
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in Apples and Pears 

Background 

The ongoing development of integrated pest and disease management strategies is 
a priority for the British apple and pear sector. This need is driven by: 

• The potential for significant crop losses 
• Reduced availability of approved crop protection products 
• Increasing consumer concern regarding pesticide residues 
• Pests and diseases overcoming varietal resistance 
• The development of resistance to conventional crop protection products 
• Uncertainty arising from climate change 
• Rising threats from alien and invasive pests and diseases 
• Pressure to achieve Net Zero emissions and reduce the carbon footprint of 

production 

New IPM research must therefore address the most pressing issues currently 
affecting the industry, as well as those expected to escalate with the withdrawal of 
key active ingredients and the emergence of new pest and disease challenges. 

 

Purpose and Primary Objective 

British Apples and Pears Limited (BAPL) seeks to commission research that will 
generate new knowledge and opportunities for the effective integrated management 
of key pests and diseases in commercial apple and pear production. 

Future pesticide withdrawals and growing consumer and environmental concerns 
make it essential to develop resilient, integrated programmes capable of managing 
all major pest and disease pressures without relying on single-product solutions. 
Research must consider interactions across the entire production system—control of 
one pest or disease must not compromise control of others. 

The outputs should deliver clear, practical recommendations for growers, prioritizing 
biological, environmental, and cultural approaches for managing high-risk pests and 
diseases. 
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Specific Objectives 

Research proposals should address one or more of the following priority targets: 

• Rosy apple aphid (Dysaphis plantaginea) 
• Woolly apple aphid (Eriosoma lanigerum) 
• Hard-bodied pests 

Proposals may also address the following ongoing BAPL priority areas, although the 
main aim of this call is to broaden the current research portfolio: 

• Apple scab (Venturia inaequalis) 
• European apple canker (Neonectria ditissima) 

 

Scope 

Proposed research must be relevant to British apple and pear production systems. 

Proposals may include: 

• Funding for PhD studentships 
• Research based at commercial and/or research sites 
• Evaluation of global best practice or emerging control approaches 
• Novel innovations or technologies not yet developed elsewhere 
• New products, tools, or methods demonstrating potential for robust control 
• Investigation into the effects of biostimulants 

 

Parameters 

• Submissions may target one, several, or all listed pests and diseases. BAPL 
reserves the right to award individual objectives to different applicants or 
award all objectives to a single applicant. 

• Submissions may be made by individual organisations or collaborative 
consortia. 

• Questions from potential applicants will be published, with responses, on the 
BAPL webpage. 

 

Expected Outputs 

• Development of effective crop protection programmes using conventional, 
biological, and environmental controls, supported by monitoring, forecasting, 
and prediction methods 
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• Best-practice guidance for growers 
• Monthly progress updates 
• Annual reports 
• Annual presentations at the BAPL Technical Committee meeting and 

Technical Conference 

 

Budget, Duration, and Collaboration 

• A total budget of approximately £400,000 is available for this programme 
over three growing seasons, allocated as approximately £140,000 in Year 
1 and £130,000 in each of Years 2 and 3. 

• PhD studentships will be funded for four years. 
• Where advantageous, BAPL may request the formation of a project 

consortium. 
• BAPL may convene a Programme Management Group (PMG) to support 

the refinement and agreement of the work programme, monitor progress, and 
approve annual adjustments based on results and emerging challenges. 

 

Timelines for Application and Project Delivery 

Milestone Date 

Call Published Friday 12 December 2025 

Full Proposal 
Submission 
Deadline 

12:00 pm, Friday 21 February 2025 

Submission 
Method 

Email proposals to research@britishapplesandpears.co.uk with the 
subject line including “Apple and Pear IPM” 

Application 
Review 

Internal evaluation; shortlisted applicants will present in person at the 
BAPL Technical Committee meeting on Thursday 12 March 2025 

Notification of 
Outcome Within one week of the Technical Committee meeting 

Anticipated Start 
Date 01 April 2026 

Project Duration Three growing seasons (or four years for PhD projects) 
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Questions 

For any queries related to this call, please 
email: research@britishapplesandpears.co.uk 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Submissions will be evaluated against the following criteria: 

• Technical approach and work plan 
• Anticipated project outcomes 
• Relevant expertise and track record 
• Project costs 

Applicants may choose their own submission format, but all proposals must address 
the above criteria. 

 


