
September 2023 BAPL member newsletter 
 
BAPL … in the news 
 
We continue to push messages that matter to our growers with trade and national media. 
Since our last newsletter, Ali has been interviewed by BBC Radio 5 and BBC Radio 4 on 
inflationary cost pressures. We’ve also received extensive trade coverage for our start of 
season press release too. 
 
Start of season 2023 
 
Talking start of season, and in preparation for British apple month in October, we have 
issued a press release to long-lead consumer media. The release will also be distributed via 
the PA Newswire on 1 October to national news media. Expect to see coverage from 2 
October onwards. 
 
In addition to media coverage, we will also start our extra social media activity in October. 
Once again, we’ll be showcasing British apple packs in those social media posts and 
targeting supermarket customers to encourage them to find the British packs on shelf. We’re 
expecting to hit millions of consumers with this important message. 
 
During the autumn, we will also be upweighting our #OrchardWatch posts as our growers 
are busy with harvest. These posts get lots of engagement as the public loves hearing about 
what’s going on in the orchards.  
 
Our growers have also been working closely with their supermarket contacts to ensure that 
in-store theatre helps to celebrate the new season British apples, and drive purchase of 
British apples and pears. 
 
No marketing levy for 2023/24 
 
While we’re talking marketing, we have good news for cash-strapped growers. The BAPL 
board has decided not to charge members a marketing levy for the 2023/24 financial year 
(August to July). Instead, we will be covering the maintenance programme we have agreed 
out of reserves. Obviously this is not a long-term solution, but it is right for now. 
 
Another government inquiry submission 
 
In addition to the House of Lords Horticulture Sector Committee inquiry in April, we have 
provided evidence to the EFRA inquiry into fairness in food prices and supply. You can read 
our submission on our website. 
 
 
Date for your diary – R&D Day 31st January 204 
 
One for your diary – we’ll be holding the BAPL R&D Day in Kent on 31st January 2024. This 
will be an in-person and virtual event for all our growers to hear about our technical 
committee’s important work in this area.  
 
There are lots of important projects already underway concerning, for example, apple 
canker, woolly apple aphid and codling moth, as well as lifecycle carbon analysis. You can 
get all the details at the BAPL R&D Day on 31st January 2024, so be sure to put the date in 
your diary now. 
 
https://www.britishapplesandpears.co.uk/research-development/  



National Fruit Show – competition open and dinner details 
 
The National Fruit Show team has provided the following for our members. Follow the links 
below to find out more about competitions and 90th celebration dinner: 
 

• National Fruit Show Competition Schedule. Individual entry forms are also available 
online. 

• Cider Competition. Being run differently this year with cider showcased at the show. 
• 90th celebration dinner   

 
And finally … sharing a petition request 
 
We have received the following request to sign a petition to save a Cambridgeshire orchard. 
You can follow the link provided below if you want to show your support. 
 
Coton Orchard is the largest traditional orchard in Cambridgeshire, century old and under 
threat of being fragmented to destruction by a proposed busway. There is a viable on-road 
alternative that would be far less costly.  
  
Follow this link to the Cambridge PPF conservation charity’s petition: 
https://www.change.org/p/save-the-green-corridor-cambourne-to-cambridge-bus-lane-not-
busway. The campaign group is trying to achieve at least 20,000 signatures mark that will 
help trigger more support ahead of the likely Public Inquiry.  


