May 2023 BAPL member newsletter
BAPL ... in the news
Since our last newsletter, we’ve generated significant levels of high-profile coverage for the

issues facing BAPL growers. This has included coverage of Ali’s appearance in front of the
House of Lords Horticulture Committee in Hort\Week, Fruitnet and on the NFU website.

Ali was also interviewed about challenges facing the industry in advance of Sunak’s recent
food summit by BBC Radio 4 Today Programme (from 20.46) and BBC Radio 5 Wake Up To
Money (from 24:15). These interviews prompted further mainstream coverage on Yahoo and
AOL.

Ali’s appearance at the House of Lords horticulture committee in April was also covered in
HortiDaily, HortWeek and NFU Online.

Most recently, Ali was again on BBC Radio 5 Live (interview starts at 1:28) talking about fair
returns for growers and the help growers need from government in relation to energy costs.

We will continue to push for media coverage of the issues facing growers during the
Summer.

Apples could help with frailty
You may have seen Sky News and others reporting on new academic research that shows
that a diet containing the flavonoid quercetin is associated with lower chances of developing

frailty in our 60s.

We've published a summary of the research on our website and are also sharing the article
on social media. Please do share this great extra reason to eat an #AppleADay.

Retailer webinar

In addition to publishing the supermarket monthly sales data on our website, on May 16" we
held our annual retailer webinar.

Here’s a brief summary of the key points we made:

We shared the latest sales data, and the strongest supporters of British apples are the
supermarkets whose green line extends beyond their red line — Aldi, Lidl, Waitrose and
Sainsbury’s. All other supermarkets are buying (and selling) fewer British apples than their
market share. Some are getting close, such as Morrisons; while others, such as Asda, have
a long way to go.
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We also expanded on some of the struggles facing UK top fruit growers. No punches were
pulled as the data spoke for itself. We presented the results of the Andersons’ cost of
production analysis, which showed the median cost of producing a kilo of Gala apples was
around £1.26. We also highlighted the discrepancy between the prices of apples being
charged to UK consumers in supermarkets (17% higher than in 2021, ONS) and the returns
being received by growers (up just 0.8% on 2021, BAPL grower survey).

[

We made it clear that growers urgently need a ‘reset on returns’. Without it, we face a
decline in orchard investment, a reduction in supply and poorer environmental outcomes as
a result of the loss of biodiversity and the higher carbon and water footprint on imported fruit.

To reinvigorate the top fruit category, in partnership with retailers, we are looking to do much
more in store with the launch of Great British Apple Month in October 2023. That means
aisle-end support, sampling, Union Jack and growers on fixtures and displays and marketing
support for the month.

A more detailed description of the content of the retailer webinar will be available in the
coming edition of The Fruit Grower, so do look out for that. You can also download the slides
from the webinar on our website.

New government inquiries announced
In addition to the House of Lords Horticulture Sector Committee inquiry that Ali appeared in

front of in April, EFRA has announced a new inquiry into fairness in food prices and supply.
Once again, we will be providing written evidence and offering to give oral evidence too.

We were also pleased to hear that the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) has
expanded its work on cost-of-living pressures to see whether any failure in competition is
contributing to grocery prices being higher than they would be in a well-functioning market.

And finally, Defra have launched an investigation into Horticulture commencing in the
Autumn.

We will be contributing information to each of these on behalf of growers.



R&D update — your help with data

As European apple canker is one of the biggest disease issues affecting modern orchards,
the BAPL Technical Committee has commissioned the NIAB Plant Pathology team at East
Malling to explore which soil properties affect apple canker severity in commercial apple
orchards.

It is hoped the results from this IPM research will identify the optimum soil types that are less
conducive to canker development and accelerate research on soil treatments to slow
disease spread.

Please help with this research by providing soil and canker data from apple orchards
planted between winter 2013 and 2021 (2-10 years old) anywhere in the UK. The

research team would be grateful for any
information you can provide by 15.7.23.

Understanding the role of soil

roperties in apple canker
Click on this link or scan the QR code with your AP PP

smartphone to access the on-line form. manaaement

Please call Mat Papp-Rupar on 07804 633 874 if
you need any further info.

We would like to thank you for your participation in
this important research.

PhD interview request

We have received a request from a PhD student at Lancaster Environment Centre who
wants to interview farmers about what they think and what'’s influencing farming practice. If
you could spare a little time to help, please contact Grace Bridgewater directly:
g.bridgewater@lancaster.ac.uk.




