Mar 2023 BAPL member newsletter
BAPL ... in the news
Fresh produce shortages and the press release promoting the recent BAPL grower survey

has prompted some great media coverage for the issues facing our industry — see BBC
Online. Ali is also quoted in The Guardian, on GB News Online, One News and Globe Echo.

More recently, we've used the news around food shortages to raise the issues facing our
industry and achieved coverage in the Telegraph (online on Saturday and print on Sunday)

We also arranged for the BBC One Show to film at Loddington Farms for a piece broadcast
on 7 March. We've even made the news internationally on the CNN website.

There is likely to be more coverage to come as Ali has been very busy undertaking
interviews with a number of outlets, including the Press Association and Bloomberg.
Retailer of the year award

We are putting pressure on retailers right now with our latest news announcement. This time
we’re announcing the regular publication of a retailer league table for British apple sales.

Every month on our website we’ll be publishing the latest sales data. At the end of the year,
we’ll announce the ‘retailer of the year’ — the supermarket that has sold the most British
apples. This has already started to create healthy competition between retailers!

We’ve had coverage of this story in FPJ, Fresh Plaza, HortWeek and The Grocer.

You can also help amplify this important message by engaging with our LinkedIn post on the
news and remember to follow us on Twitter too.

Retailer meetings

Direct meetings with retailers continue. Jack Ward from BGA and Nick Marston from British
Berry Growers joined Ali at a Lidl meeting on 9 February to set out the industry issues. A
similar meeting with Morrisons took place on 1 March.

During these meetings, we were landing messages about what we need from retailers,
specifically the following asks:

e Areset on returns to recognise the unprecedented 23% inflation in cost of
production.

e Long-term partnerships and prioritisation of British apples and pears over imports to
give growers the confidence to plant the orchards of the future with long-term
contracts linked to inflation

e To work with our great growers to reinvigorate the category with in-store/online
‘theatre’, packaging and messaging that attracts consumers and reflects the health
benefits, affordability, low food miles and British provenance of our apples and pears



Meeting Mark Spencer, Farming Minister

We joined a number of horticulture representatives to put our case to the Farming Minister
Mark Spencer MP, Helen Whately MP and Kelly Tolhurst MP on 20" February.

Mark Gaskain and Ali Capper from the apple industry, joined Sarah Neaves (cherries), Tim
Chambers (soft and stoned fruit) and Alastair Brooks (berries) to make our case. The NFU
were also represented.

We talked about the challenges concerning labour (the wage premium), energy and retailer
contracts. Following our meeting, we were pleased to hear that Mark Spencer, armed with
our evidence, met with retailers to discuss current food and horticulture issues.

Defra SWS living wage announcement — no wage premium for 2023

We were also delighted our lobbying paid off when the government announced that workers
using the Seasonal Workers visa Scheme could be paid the National Living Wage (NLW),
rather than a premium wage above the NLW. This is good news for our growers as they
struggle to manage the rising costs in many other areas of their businesses.

Save the date — trade and retailer webinar | 16™ May 2022

We have now confirmed the date for this year’s retailer and trade webinar. It will be on 16"
May, so please hold that date in your calendars. More details to follow soon.

BIFGA campaign: #SaveOurOrchards PLEASE HELP US TO
“SAVE OUR ORCHARDS” !

You may have already seen our Twitter post about the recently %h
launched BIFGA campaign to #SaveOurOrchards. We’ll be supporting

this campaign on our social channels and encourage you to do the .

same too.

R&D - call for research proposals

The BAPL R&D committee oversees new research into pest and disease relevant to UK
apple and pear growers. They have already issued a call for research proposals and are
now reviewing the applications received. The anticipated start date for this research is early
April 2023.

Horticulture Crop Protection Limited — update

Following the demise of AHDB Horticulture, the industry has been obliged to take on the task
of processing EAMUs and Emergency Authorisations to ensure the necessary pipeline of
plant protection products for the future. This has resulted in the creation of Horticulture Crop
Protection (HCP) Ltd. This is a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee and owned by its
members who are the crop associations.

On 7 February 2023, HCP held its first AGM to elect its Board of Directors which includes Ali
Capper on behalf of BAPL. Funding the EAMU and EA work will be via a voluntary



subscription. This will be collected by crop associations, including BAPL. Each crop
association will be asked to identify its crop protection priorities.

HCP is in the final stages of concluding discussions with AHDB and Defra for the transfer of
the funds left in AHDB Horticulture. These funds will ensure HCP has the necessary cash
flow to fund the activity — applications, residue, and efficacy testing — planned for 2023.

British Apple Month (October)
We are designating October British Apple Month.

BAPL has requested collaboration between each supermarkets’ apple suppliers. Suppliers
are starting work now to ensure we have the critical in-store focus and theatre we need on
our new season Biritish fruit during October. This will include aisle end promotions, in-store
sampling, union jack POS and improvements to packaging as well as online features and
support of retailer social media channels. BAPL is supporting this collaboration between
supermarket apple suppliers to achieve a reinvigoration of the apple and pear category.



