Apr 2023 BAPL member newsletter
BAPL ... in the news

We’ve continued to generate excellent trade and national media coverage for the issues
facing our growers.

On 11 April, we issued our |latest release with the results of the cost of production analysis
Andersons undertook for us. This resulted in Ali being interviewed on BBC Radio 4’s
Farming Today and trade coverage is also appearing.

Our supermarket sales data release was featured in The Grocer, HortWeek and Fruitnet.
Our story on electricity cost increases was also featured in Fresh Plaza, Fruitnet and
HortWeek. Each month we’re share the latest data here.

We also secured an online news article for Sky News and Ali was interviewed on Good
Friday by Times Radio (interview at 01:50:40).

And remember you can find all our press releases on our website.

Retailer engagement

We're continuing to publish the supermarket monthly sales data on our website — March data
now available. It continues to get the attention we intended.

We're also continuing to meet with retailer representatives to discuss industry issues. Most
recently we have met with Sainsbury and are due to meet Tesco in the next couple of
weeks.

On 16™ May 2023, we'll be holding our retailer webinar. Invitations have already gone out
and we've had registrations from most supermarkets. At the webinar, we’ll be presenting our
recent sales and market share data, ideas for reinvigorating the apple and pear category and
information on the energy costs and inflation facing growers.

House of Lords Horticulture Sector Committee — call for evidence

As you may have heard the House of Lords Horticulture Sector Committee has launched an
inquiry and BAPL has already submitted a paper in response.

In addition to the written evidence, on 20" April Ali Capper gave oral evidence and
responded to committee member questions — you can watch the recording here.

R&D - research underway
The BAPL R&D committee has now reviewed the responses to our recent call for research

proposals. The research projects the BAPL R&D Group intends to fund from this first call are
to be undertaken by NIAB EMR and ADAS.

e NIAB EMR will undertake work on woolly aphid, blossom weevil (anticipating the loss
of acetamiprid), codling (in anticipation of the loss of indoxacarb), scab (anticipating
the loss of dodine and captan) and canker.



e ADAS will undertake work on woodlice, which has become a significant, though
localised problem in recent years. The anticipated start date for this research is early
April 2023.

You can find out more in this R&D update.

Horticulture Crop Protection Limited — update

Horticulture Crop Protection (HCP) Ltd was created to take on the task of processing
EAMUs and Emergency Authorisations to ensure the necessary pipeline of plant protection
products for the future. BAPL is a member, along with many other crop associations, of this
not-for-profit company limited by guarantee.

HCP has now concluded discussions with AHDB and Defra for the transfer of staff and the
funds left in AHDB Horticulture. These funds will ensure HCP has the necessary cash flow to
fund the activity — applications, residue, and efficacy testing — planned for 2023.

HCP is now live and working hard to continue the important EAMU’s and EA service.

British Apple Month (October)
We have designated October British Apple Month.

BAPL has requested collaboration between each supermarkets’ apple suppliers. Suppliers
have already started discussions to ensure we have the critical in-store focus and theatre we
need on our new season British fruit during October. This is likely to include in-store
promotion and strong union jack presences to help reinvigorate the apple and pear category,
and drive consumer interest.

BIFGA Technical Day Tour | 11" May 2023

Please find attached a flyer from BIFGA regarding their Technical Day Tour Visits to farms in
the West Kent area on Thursday 11" May 2023. To register to attend, email
secretary@bifga.org.uk.




