Start of season 2022 is off to a great start

The big annual focus of our promotional activity, start of season, has started with the Spider team
generating great coverage across TV, radio, online, print and social ... and we’re only just over two
weeks in. So far, we’ve had features on Sky News, ITV Meridian and BBC Midlands Today, as well as
and more than 300 regional radio stations who broadcast a pre-recorded interview package with
Ali.

Our new season messaging, as well as new orchard photography, has featured in the The Sun, Daily
Express, Daily Telegraph (£), The Times (print version only), Waitrose Weekend and Top Santé.

Even at this early stage, our PR coverage has achieved a reach of 122 million and an advertising
equivalent value of over £500k (that’s already close to what we achieved for all start of season
activity in 2021 and higher than our 2020 value).

On social too our activity has been securing lots of interest. Our posts have secured 421k
impressions and are maintaining a great 10% engagement rate. Our social activity has included a
focus on heart health and links to our new Rob Hobson heart health PDF. We’ve also talked about
the great taste of British apples and linked to the Raymond Blanc apple tasting notes that were
created last year.

There are more opportunities to come. The Spider team is in conversation with BBC Devon, ITV
Central, Countrylife Magazine and many more. We'll share the final round up of results later in the
year.

Link to a Start of Season results summary document (as of 11 Oct)

Latest press statement on EAMUs

Attached is the latest statement on the body that will be taking over EAMU and emergency
authorisations from AHDB. This sets out the purpose of the group and stresses the importance of
securing funding for the initiative and specifically the transfer of any residual funding from AHDB
Horticulture through British Growers. The press statement is issued on behalf of 14 grower
associations, including British Apples & Pears.

Letter to Home Secretary and meeting request

Ali Capper has written to the new Home Secretary, Suella Braverman, to introduce British Apples &
Pears and to request a meeting as soon as possible. The primary purpose is to explore the apparent
disagreement between the Prime Minister and Defra, and the Home Secretary on seasonal
workers. As you know, we need clarity, and we need to secure the expansion of the seasonal

worker scheme.

More on this when we hear back from the Home Office.
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https://www.britishapplesandpears.co.uk/apple-images-and-video/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/19984834/fruit-mini-apples-weather/
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/1679843/high-cholesterol-diet-treatment-apple-pear-lower-levels
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/food-and-drink/columnists/british-apples-really-best-need-save-now/
https://weekend-online.com/issue619/index.html
https://www.britishapplesandpears.co.uk/rob-hobson-heart-health-research/
https://www.britishapplesandpears.co.uk/raymond-blancs-apple-tasting-notes/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Hst4xz2mrahGIJNcfU6CsQtrhfrHG5tb/edit#slide=id.g162a50f2e81_0_0
Louise Raisbeck


Letter to retailer CEOs and meeting request

We are going to the top to educate CEOs on the challenges facing fresh produce growers. A joint
letter will go from us, British Berry Growers and British Growers to all supermarket CEOs about our
concerns for the contraction of the sector. We will point out that certainty of British supply is in
jeopardy because growers are not making the profit they need to invest in their future businesses.
We're going to ask for a meeting to provide the CEOs with better insights into our industry.

FareShare

Ben Read at Fareshare has been in touch. The team there is offering to support growers to not
waste any food and redistribute any surplus. FareShare has a ‘surplus with purpose’ budget which
can offset the costs of sending food to FareShare.

See attached PDF for more information on this.

Grower survey ... coming soon

Finally, advance notice that we’ll be coming to you to ask about your future business intentions.
This is something British Berry Growers will be undertaking as well. The survey data will give us
some very important evidence to share with politicians and retailers.

Kind regards,

British Apples & Pears Ltd

BGA House, Nottingham Road, Louth, Lincolnshire, LN11 OWB
admin@britishapplesandpears.co.uk www.britishapplesandpears.co.uk
+44 (0)1507 353778

@GBApples

Registered in England No. 2463251 R.
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