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As you might expect, we have lots of updates for you. Most importantly, the Home Office 
announcement on a minimum wage for seasonal workers, but also news of the National 
Fruit Show AGM, a media training offer and the latest PR and promotional work. 
 
 

Seasonal Worker Scheme minimum wage requirements 
 
As many of you know, new minimum wage guidance was released by the Home Office on 18 
February. This has major implications for our industry.  
 
Since then, the guidance has been updated and the latest information we have is that 
Seasonal Worker Scheme workers will have to be paid a minimum of £10.10 per hour with 
no conditions. Read the latest NFU statement.  
 
This latest guidance still represents a 6.5% increase above the new National Living Wage. 
Furthermore, as you know, this wage requirement comes on top of inflation and National 
Insurance increases already being faced by growers. Not only that, but last year 60% of 
seasonal workers came from Ukraine and if we have a lower return rate this year, wage bills 
will rise. Conservative estimates suggest that the Ukraine returnee issue alone will add 10% 
to growers’ wage bills.   
 
This issue is of utmost importance to our industry. British Apples & Pears is working very 
hard on your behalf to minimise the impact of any wage changes. We are also collaborating 
closely with our colleagues at British Summer Fruits, the NFU and British Growers 
Association to explore any and all routes to stop, delay or amend this wage requirement. 

 
National Fruit Show AGM and Technical Conference – book your place 
 
Sarah Calcutt has kindly shared details of this year’s conference, taking place on 6th April. 
The expert panel will be talking about covering labour, automation, retailers, robotics, 
research and policy.  
  
Follow this link to find out more and book a place: MFSS AGM and Conference: UK Fruit 
Growing - the Future Tickets, Wed 6 Apr 2022 at 09:00 | Eventbrite 
  
Otherwise, if you can’t join on the day, online registration is 
via info@nationalfruitshow.org.uk 
MFSS members can book by emailing: Info@nationalfruitshow.org.uk 
Special diet information should be emailed to: info@nationalfruitshow.org.uk 
 

 
Media training 

https://www.nfuonline.com/updates-and-information/seasonal-worker-scheme-wage-requirements/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fmfss-agm-and-conference-uk-fruit-growing-the-future-tickets-267696576667&data=04%7C01%7CLisa.Eagles%40britishgrowers.org%7C539fcd0f7eab4f78cab708d9fdeb2349%7C7af53282febb4ac1bacd8b9ce667d238%7C0%7C0%7C637820008772929006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9Tc%2F6cBZc%2Fsk83hgeiETgVyGgutD%2BDVdZodJG6fxcLM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fmfss-agm-and-conference-uk-fruit-growing-the-future-tickets-267696576667&data=04%7C01%7CLisa.Eagles%40britishgrowers.org%7C539fcd0f7eab4f78cab708d9fdeb2349%7C7af53282febb4ac1bacd8b9ce667d238%7C0%7C0%7C637820008772929006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9Tc%2F6cBZc%2Fsk83hgeiETgVyGgutD%2BDVdZodJG6fxcLM%3D&reserved=0
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We want to expand our list of spokespeople and, importantly, we want to reflect the 
diversity of the British apple and pear industry.  
 
We’re offering high-quality media training on 4th May 2022. It’s a full day and you’ll leave 
with the skills and confidence you need to represent our wonderful industry.  
 
Places are limited, but please email louise@raisbeckpr.co.uk if you’d like to join us.  
 
NOTE: We’re confirming bookings by Tuesday 5th April, so even if you’ve expressed an interest 
before, we need to hear from you now to confirm the details.  

 

 
Healthy body and skin deep 
 
The start of year PR and promotional activity has been focused on the great nutritional 
properties of British apples. Results have been very impressive, with articles on MSN, Yahoo 
Life, Woman and Home, Daily Express and in many, many regional titles. 
 
Our social media feeds are reflecting the health focus too. You can watch Rob Hobson, our 
nutritionist, sharing the benefits in this Instagram post. And view and engage with all our 
other social activity on our Instagram and Facebook pages.  
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https://uk.style.yahoo.com/apples-key-great-skin-101155972.html
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